Ellen G. White Quotes Addressing the “Poison of Criticism”

It is not the opposition of the world that most endangers the church of Christ. It is the
evil cherished in the hearts of believers that works their most grievous disaster and
most surely retards the progress of God’s cause. There is no surer way of weakening
spirituality than by cherishing envy, suspicion, faultfinding, and evil surmising. On the
other hand, the strongest witness that God has sent His Son into the world is the
existence of harmony and union among men of varied dispositions who form His
church.—Acts of the Apostles page 549

Christ-like love places the most favorable construction on the motives and acts of
others. It does not needlessly expose their faults; it does not listen eagerly to
unfavorable reports, but seeks rather to bring to mind the good qualities of others.—
Acts of the Apostles page 319

Every institution will have to battle with difficulty. Trials are permitted in order to test
the hearts of God’s people. When adversity befalls one of the Lord’s instrumentalities,
it will be shown how much real faith we have in God and in His work. At such a time
let none view matters in the worst light and give expression to doubt and unbelief. Do
not criticize those who carry the burdens of responsibility. Let not the conversation in
your homes be poisoned with criticism of the Lord’s workers. Parents who indulge
this criticizing spirit are not bringing before their children that which will make them
wise unto salvation. Their words tend to unsettle the faith and confidence not only of
the children, but of those older in years.—Testimonies for the Church 7:183

Brethren and sisters, the Lord will be pleased if you will take hold heartily to sustain
the publishing institution with your prayers and your means. Pray every morning and
evening that it may receive God’s richest blessing. Do not encourage criticism and
complaining. Let no murmurs or complaints come from your lips; remember that
angels hear these words. All must be led to see that these institutions are of God’s
appointment. Those who disparage them in order to serve their own interests must
render an account to God. He designs that everything connected with His work shall
be treated as sacred.—Testimonies for the Church 7:182, 183

Let those who fear God and believe the truth put a guard on their lips. Let them be
determined not to speak words that will injure the cause of God, or give a wrong
representation of the work being done in any of His institutions. Let them be careful
not to speak words that will be a temptation to someone else to withhold the
confidence and the words of courage that ought to be given to those who have been
severely tried, and who, perhaps, have been working early and late to fulfill the many
calls of duty coming to them, until it seems as if the mind would give way under the
strain. Often, at such times, false impressions regarding such workers are made on
minds by cruel words, full of surmisings. The seeds of suspicion and distrust, like
thistledown, are carried far and wide, and can never be gathered up.—Ms 94, 1904.

Both the members of the church and the employees in the publishing house should feel
that as workers together with God they have a part to act in guarding His institution.
They should be faithful guardians of its interests in every line, seeking to shield it, not
only from loss and disaster, but from all that could profane or contaminate. Never
through act of theirs should its fair fame be tarnished, even by the breath of careless
criticism or censure. God’s institutions should be regarded by them as a holy trust, to



be guarded as jealously as the ark was guarded by ancient Israel.—Testimonies for the
Church 7:192, 193.

The time spent in criticizing the motives and works of Christ’s servants might better
be spent in prayer. Often if those who find fault knew the truth in regard to those with
whom they find fault, they would have an altogether different opinion of them. How
much better it would be if, instead of criticizing and condemning others, everyone
would say: “I must work out my own salvation. If I co-operate with Him who desires
to save my soul, | must watch myself diligently. | must cut away every evil from my
life. I must become a new creature in Christ. | must overcome every fault. Then,
instead of weakening those who are striving against evil, | can strengthen them by
encouraging words.”—Testimonies for the Church 8:83, 84

Brethren, will you carry the spirit of Christ with you as you return to your homes and
churches? Will you put away unbelief and criticism? We are coming to a time when,
more than ever before, we shall need to press together, to labor unitedly. In union
there is strength. In discord and disunion there is only weakness. God never designed
that one man, or four, or twenty, should take an important work into their own hands,
and carry it forward independently of other workers in the cause. God wants his
people to counsel together, to be a united church, in Christ a perfect whole. The only
safety for us is to enter into the counsels of Heaven, ever seeking to do the will of
God, to become laborers together with him. No one company is to form a confederacy,
and say, “We are going to take this work, and carry it on in our own way; and if it
does not go as we want it to, we will not give our influence to have it go at all.” This is
Satan’s voice, not God’s. Do not obey such suggestions.— The Ellen G. White 1888
Materials, Page 903

God’s all-seeing eye notes the defects of all and the ruling passion of each, yet He
bears with our mistakes and pities our weakness. He bids His people cherish the same
spirit of tenderness and forbearance. True Christians will not exult in exposing the
faults and deficiencies of others. They will turn away from vileness and deformity, to
fix the mind upon that which is attractive and lovely. To the Christian every act of
faultfinding, every word of censure or condemnation, is painful.—Testimonies for the
Church 5:94-96

Here is a lesson to the followers of Christ, that they should take every proper
precaution to avoid disagreement; for in every division of interest, resulting in
disputation and unhappy differences in the church, souls are lost that might have been
saved in the kingdom of Heaven.— The Spirit of Prophecy Volume 2, Page 139

Judge Not: For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what
measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again. Matthew 7:2.

Last night | was in a sleepless state much of the time. Many representations passed
before me. One was a scene in a council meeting where several were present. One man
arose and began finding fault with one of his brethren. I looked at the speaker’s
garments, and saw that they were very undesirable.

Another person arose, and began to state his grievance against a fellow laborer. His
garments were of another pattern, and they, too, were undesirable. Still another, and
another, arose, and uttered words of accusation and condemnation regarding the



course of others. Everyone had some trouble to speak of, some fault to find with
someone else. All were presenting the defects of Christians who are trying to do
something in our world; and they declared repeatedly that certain ones were neglecting
this or that or the other thing, and so on.

There was no real order, no polite courtesy, in the meeting. In their anxiety to make
others hear, speakers crowded in while others were still talking. VVoices were raised, in
an effort to make all hear above the din of confusion....

After many had spoken, One of authority appeared, and repeated the words: “Judge
not, that ye be not judged” (Matthew 7:1).... Christ Himself was present. An
expression of painfulness came over His countenance as one after another would come
forward, with uncouth dress, to expatiate upon the faults of various members of the
church.

Finally the heavenly Visitant arose. So intent were those present on criticizing their
brethren, that it was with reluctance that they gave Him opportunity to speak. He
declared that the spirit of criticism, of judging one another, was a source of weakness
in the church today. Things are spoken that should never find utterance. Everyone who
by word of mouth places an obstruction in the way of a fellow Christian has an
account to settle with God.

With earnest solemnity the Speaker declared: “The church is made of many minds,
each of whom has an individuality. | gave My life in order that men and women, by
divine grace, might blend in revealing a perfect pattern of My character, while at the
same time retaining their individuality. No one has the right to destroy or submerge
the individuality of any other human mind, by uttering words of criticism and
faultfinding and condemnation.”—Manuscript, July 21, 1906, p. 109, “Love Toward
God and Man.”
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